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LOCAL PLAN MEMBER WORKING GROUP 

 

 
Monday, 15th January, 2018 

 
Present:  Councillor Loraine Cox (in the Chair), Councillors Judith Addison, 

Stewart Eaves and Kath Pratt 
 

Apologies Melissa Fisher, Eamonn Higgins and Paddy Short 

  

 
1 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Higgins, Councillor Fisher 
and Councillor Short.  There were no substitutions. 
 

2 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3 Minutes of Last Meeting Held on 23rd October 2017 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Local Plan Working Group held on 23rd October 2017 
were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer referred to a formal consultation with the 
Department of Transport on major road networks and, in liaison with Councillor Aziz who 
was leading Member on the issue, would draft up the Council’s response to the item to be 
submitted by mid March 2018.   
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

4 Development Management Development Plan Document (DPD) Adoption 
 
The Chief of Planning and Transportation reported that the DM DPD document had been 
submitted to Full Council and formally adopted.  He thanked Members for their contribution 
in forming the document.   
 
The Principal Planning Officer referred Members to the slide s attached to the agenda on 
the Development Management DPD and policy documents.  In respect of the adoption 
process he pointed out that only three of the original policies contained within the 1996 
Local Plan had been retained and reported that a training session on the DM DPD would be 
provided for Planning Committee Members.  He pointed out that they would apply the policy 
updates to the planning application validation checklist.   
 
Resolved  1) That the report be noted; and  

    2)   That the Principal Planning Officer organises a 
training session for Planning Committee Members 
on the DM DPD. 

 
 

5 Site Allocations DPD - Draft Assessment Methodology 
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The Principal Planning Officer reported on the Site Allocations DPD and pointed out that 
this document ran alongside the Core Strategy.  He reported that the consultation paper 
was being drafted and that the two key purposes for the document were the scoping 
assessment to set out the key policy topics to be covered in the Site Allocations DPD and 
the proposed draft Site Assessment Methodology.  Reference was made to the work stages 
which reflected the key regulatory procedures which this year would be about preparation 
with final adoption anticipated in 2021.   
 
Miles Parkinson requested that the public consultation was presented to engage the public 
and in plain English so that it was easy to understand.  The Chief Planning and 
Transportation Officer indicated that they would aim to produce a consultation that was both 
informative and engaging for the public.   
 
Miles Parkinson referred to public opinion that former industrial buildings should be 
regenerated before using green belt or undeveloped areas to build on.  He requested that 
reasons for this were made clear in the presentation.   
 
The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer reported that an open spaces study would 
be carried out across the borough which would include reviewing aspects of leisure.   
 
Councillor Harrison asked if the Core Strategy was a continuous document or if it had an 
end date.  The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer informed the Working Group that 
the document should be updated every five years.   
 
Miles Parkinson suggested that a short leaflet was created to summarise the consultation 
paper in plain English so that the main issues were set out in an easy to read format.  The 
Chief Planning and Transportation Officer reported that there was an Executive Summary 
at the beginning of the document but agreed to produce a leaflet/information sheet as 
requested. 
 
The Principal Planning Officer provided details of the key policy documents and reported 
that these would be published alongside the Core Strategy.  He informed Members that 
their comments would be sought on the Scoping Assessment and the Site Assessment 
Methodology.  He gave details of the types of issues that would need to be discussed.   
 
Councillor Addison asked if more consideration could be given to issues such as school 
places, access to doctors, highways etc. when considering potential developments not just 
employment/residential reasons.  The Principal Planning Officer indicated that issues such 
as this would be considered within the site assessment methodology and sustainability 
appraisal of the plan documents.   
     
Miles Parkinson requested that Councillors were presented with a key for the abbreviations 
used in planning policies for means of reference.   
 
Members were referred to the Flow Chart but the Chief Planning and Transportation Officer 
indicated that this would be simplified for future presentation.   
 
Councillor Addison expressed concern that the Council’s green sites were not maintained 
and there was no funding to do this.  The Principal Planning Officer informed the Panel that 
they would be involving Corporate Property in the collection of sites initially and any reviews 
of this nature would be fed into the Strategy.  The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer 
informed the Working Group that it was the role of the Councillor to contribute by identifying 
sites such as this and pointed out that the plan documents could still accommodate 
adaptations.  
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Resolved (1) That the report be noted; 

 (2) That the Planning Team holding the public consultation 
on the Site Assessment Methodology: 

  presents this in an engaging and informative manner, 

  produces a leaflet/informative sheet to summarise the 
consultation paper in plain English, 

  is able to reason why green sites or undeveloped areas 
are being developed rather than brown sites or former 
industrial sites,  

  provides Members with key abbreviations for Planning 
Policies; and 

 (3) That the flow chart summarising the Proposed Site 
Assessment Methodology be simplified.  

 
6 Local Plan Consultation Strategy 

 
The Principal Planning Officer reported that the Statement of Community Involvement 
required re-publishing and indicated that the Planning Team would be updating the 
document.  The Senior Planning Officer advised on the workload involved and the 
importance of being able to deliver what had been agreed.   The Chief Planning and 
Transportation Officer requested that Members considered ways in which the local 
community should be consulted. 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson advised that consultations were delivered at township level and 
that Councillors, Officers, Community Organisations and the public should all be present.  
He requested a structured consultation for which the Council took responsibility. 
 
The Principal Planning Officer explained the difficulty of deciding when to hold the 
consultation either before or after the site allocation of housing had been completed 
because they may lead to people accusing the Council of having pre-planned the 
documents.  Members were provided with the key questions for the consultation and 
discussions were held on where and how the consultation should be held.  Members and 
Officers suggested advertising in the Acorn and Accrington Observer, through leafleting and 
the use of maps to show allocated areas, presenting to community groups, through social 
media and to ensure that cultural backgrounds and all ages were considered when planning 
the consultation.   
 
Resolved - That the report be noted.   
 

7 Date of Next Meeting 
 
To be confirmed. 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
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Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


